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"Gabriel!García!Márquez"!
Prof.!Robert!J.!Cavaliero!

!
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 The opportunity to write about the influences that art, music, literature and technology will have on a 
culture is a challenge that includes a vast range of topics. This is clearly evident when you study the impact that 
these incredible authors, artists and musicians have had on our brief history in the United States. However, we 
are limited by time whereas the other countries around the world have had centuries to embrace the spectacular 
creations of the artists, scientists, novelists, sculptors and others who have made an everlasting impact on lives.  
 One such person is Gabriel García Márquez. Gabriel García Márquez was a Colombian author who 
dominated the world of literature for most of his 87 years. Born in Aracataca, Colombia on March 6, 1928, 
García Márquez spent the first eight years of his life living with his parents and grandparents. Actually, there is 
some debate about the date of birth because there are some who believe that Gabriel was born in 1927 but this is 
a moot point. After the death of his grandfather, Colonel Nicolás Ricardo Márquez Mejía, a Liberal veteran 
fighter of the War of a Thousand Days, Gabriel and his parents moved from the banana town located near the 
Caribbean to Baranquilla, a river port. He received a very good education but always credited his most 
important literary sources to his grandfather who told stories about Aracataca and the family. 
 The event that would affect García Márquez’s writing was a period of time that he lived through which 
was a horrible episode of Colombian history called “la violencia”, or “the Violence.” There was government 
corruption and a young Liberal member of congress convened meetings to investigate the “banana massacre”. 
Jorge Eliécer Gaitán was a champion of the peasants and the poor. He was an annoyance to the powerful 
members of both parties. His efforts resulted in a split within his own party. This caused a Conservative return 
to power and that group began organizing paramilitary groups whose ultimate purpose was to terrorize Liberal 
voters. Thousands innocent people were killed. But by 1947, the Liberals gained control of Congress and Gaitán 
was named the party leader. However, the oppressive actions of the other party climaxed with the assassination 
of Gaitán on April 9, 1948 in Bogotá. The country was ripped apart and by 1953, 150,000 Colombians had lost 
their lives. La violencia had no end in sight. This period of time became the backdrop for many of García 
Márquez’s novellas and stories.  
 It was about this time that García Márquez decided that, even though he had earned a law degree, he 
wanted to become a journalist. This was the field that led him to the trade at which he became most recognized. 
As a correspondent in Paris during the 1950s, he read a great deal of American literature. During the 50s and 
and 60s, Gabriel worked in Bogotá, Colombia then in New York City for Prensa Latina. From 1967 to 1975, 
Gabriel lived in Spain. He also had a house in Mexico City and an apartment in Paris but he spent much time in 
Havana, where Fidel Castro provided him with a mansion. The list of literary contributions submitted by García 
Márquez is far too elaborate to even begin to describe. For one thing, not every short story, novel, article or 
correspondence that Gabriel may have created was saved or kept in archives. My attempt is to provide some 
historical perspective and to present the man as one of the greatest writers of our time.   
 By 1967, García Márquez had published two novels, La hojarasca (1955; The Leaf Storm) and La mala 
hora (1962; In Evil Hour): a novella, “El Coronel no tiene quien le escriba” (1961; No one writes to the 
Colonel); and a few short stories. In 1967, García Márquez wrote his masterpiece One Hundred Years of 
Solitude (Cien años de soledad). This novel is a story about Macondo, an isolated town whose history reflects 
the development of Latin America. The style presents instances of the fantastic but the setting is realistic. This 
type of combination became known as “magic realism.” García Márquez acquired this tendency by observing 
the work of the Cuban master Alejo Carpentier. The inhabitants of Macondo are seduced by the passions of lust, 
greed and the thirst for power which are thwarted by crude societal, political, or natural forces, as in Greek 
tragedies and myth. Hmmmmm! Sounds familiar to the political, economic and social circumstances that we 
face today. History does repeat itself. I wonder what García Márquez would have to offer regarding the issues 
and developments in our world today? 
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 García Márquez continued to write impressive novels such as El Otoño del Patriarca (1975; The 
Autumn of the Patriarch), Crónica de una Muerte Anunciada (1981; Chronicle of a Death Foretold), El Amor en 
los Tiempos del Cólera (1985; Love in the Time of Cholera; filmed 2007), “El General en su Laberinto” (1989; 
The General in His Labyrinth), and “Del amor y otros Demonios” (1994; Of Love and Other Demons). Love in 
the Time of Cholera is about a love affair that takes decades to be consummated. “The General in His 
Labyrinth” is a chronicle of Simón Bolívar’s last days. 
 There are certainly more details that I could include but my time has limitations for this publication or 
else I could be writing a book about one of the greatest authors to have ever lived. Gabriel García Márquez is 
one of the greatest writers of the 20th Century and he was awarded the “Nobel Prize for Literature” in 1982 
mostly for his masterpiece, “Cien Años de Soledad.” Along with Jorge Luis Burgos, Gabriel García Márquez is 
the best-known Latin American writer in history. Beside the incredible technique for novels, he was an 
excellent short story writer. Before his death on April 17, 2014 in Mexico City, Mexico, García Márquez was 
interviewed and asked a question about Shakira Isabel Mebarak Ripoll whom we have come to know as 
“Shakira”. This master of literature exclaimed that “the music of Shakira has a personal trademark that no one 
else can duplicate. No one can sing and dance like her with that innocent sensuality that seemed to be her own 
invention.” The magic of words! 
 
Truly, Gabriel García Márquez is a man for all seasons! 
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"This is Toby..." 
Prof. Douglas J. House, M.Div 

 
 

 Meet Toby.  He is a six month old Rat Terrier who entered my life 
when he needed what is known as a “forever home”.  He is now a part of 
our family and frolics with our six year old Boxer, our fifteen year old Jack 
Russell Terrier, and our two year old Chihuahua. Yes, we have four dogs 
under our roof.  Toby is the easiest puppy I have ever had in my life. He is 
extremely bright, as Terriers tend to be. He wants to do nothing more than 
spend time with me, whether awake or asleep, and please me to the best of 
his ability. 
 It is precisely here that the whole concept of “language” evolves, as 
Toby doesn't understand English. No dog does. Dogs are not born with the 
capacity for language as humans know and experience it. This, however, 
does not stop them from communicating among one another nor with us. 
Yet ironically, Toby responds when I call his name, or tell him to “sit”, to 
“lay down”, or to “stay”. He demonstrates excitement when I ask him, “Do 
you want to eat?” or say, “Let's go!” So while professionals tell us that dogs 
do not understand English, dogs seem to respond appropriately when asked 
questions. This would mean that they must understand something in term of 
communication. 

 Communication theory reminds us that any piece of communication begins with an idea. That idea is 
then encoded into a channel which can be decoded by the one receiving the message. When you and I 
communicate, we frame ideas into speech patterns which we each understand. But what happens when two 
individuals do not speak the same language, such as a dog and his owner?  Often there evolves a means by 
which communication can be successful through pointing, hand signals, etc.  It seems to be no different in our 
attempts to communicate with those of the dog world. As a matter of fact, it seems that hand signals and non-
verbal communication are critical to communicating with dogs. I can look at Toby and ask him in French, “Est-
ce que tu as faim?”, (“Are you hungry?”) and he responds in the same manner as if I were speaking to him in 
English. His tail wags, his ears perk up, his eyes train on my next move. And it seems to be that he responds, not 
to the words themselves, but rather to the intonation of my voice. Still, he does seem to respond to certain words 
regardless of intonation. “Good puppy”, “Toby”, and other words evoke a response regardless of how they are 
spoken. 
 What is even more interesting is the manner by which the pack of dogs under my roof communicates 
with one another. All dogs possess a strong tendency toward conflict resolution, communication, and 
cooperation. They communicate with their actions, including the position of their ears, their tails and how they 
look with their eyes. Dogs are smart enough to pick up cues from one another that humans can easily overlook. 
For instance, a dog in an uncomfortable situation will instinctively communicate that fact through licking its 
lips, yawning, or scratching with its hind leg. Hard stares to the threatening presence of another dog also convey 
a message of defense, while a dog passively looking from the corner of its eye conveys a message of 
submission. Dogs seem always to be alert to messages coming in their direction. So while we may think that 
humans corner the market when it comes to language, know that there is a universal language that dogs employ. 
It is a language of which humans can only scratch the surface. 
 For more information on the language of dogs, check out On Talking Terms With Dogs: Calming Signals 
by Turid Rugaas (Dogwise Publishing, 2006). 
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“Czeching Out Eastern Europe” 
Simón Alejandro Arias, B.A. IPED & Religion and Politics 

 
 

For me, thinking of Eastern Europe initially directed my thoughts to Russia and the Cold War. My brain 
would completely disregard the numerous other Member States in-between, hopping right over them from Paris 
and landing directly in Moscow. Never would I have expected the vast amount of history, culture, and 
adventure that was in store for me. Last November, I had the opportunity to go to the National Model United 
Nations (NMUN) International Conference held in Olomouć, Czech Republic with 3 fantastic students, 
Khrystian Pereira, Bianca Diaz, and Youssef Agiez, and an amazing advisor, Dr. Stephen Hess, representing the 
Czech Republic. As usual, we couldn’t pass up on this opportunity to see more of a world we have never been 
to, so follow along on another journey with me to Eastern Europe. 

 
The Extra Leg 

 
With the plane picking up speed, leaving the ground at John F. Kennedy International Airport, I once 

again felt myself jittering with excitement as I left the United States again for another adventure. To count, this 
is the third time I flew over the Atlantic Ocean and as my second time travelling to Europe. As with my other 
adventures, my friends and I made a pit stop in Istanbul, except this time we took a bus tour of the entire city – 
this city never gets old. Upon completing this layover, our journey took us to Prague, Czech Republic. Since we 
arrived a bit earlier than the conference, we immediately took storage in the airport and took a bus to travel 
other parts of Europe. Although I was a bit nervous about not knowing the language, I was eager to see a whole 
new face of Europe. 
 

Travel Back in Time 
 

Upon leaving Prague, our first stop was in Budapest, Hungary. My friends and I were really excited to 
be here, as our Hungarian-friend Boglarka had given us some tips to check out. Historically, Budapest started 
off as two separate communities, Buda and Pest, and then conjoined as one. Traveling to this ancient city was a 
pleasant surprise to me; walking through the cobble stone streets as the sun breaks the horizon – you all know 
how much I love cobble stones; crossing the Chain Bridge to climb Buda Castle, gazing upon the vast 
landscape, making out St. Stephen’s Basilica, and one of my top favorites, ending the day relaxing in the 
Szécheny Thermal Baths. One of the best memories I will have in this city is sipping on a coffee riding the 
Ferris Wheel, glancing over the city illuminated by all the Christmas lights, among good company.  

From Budapest we travelled to Bratislava, Slovakia. Have you ever been here? Although it may not be a 
big-name city, boy, did this city take me by surprise. We came here because we shared a mutual friend whom 
we met in the Rome NMUN conference last year. Our friend Clarissa took us around the city, showing us 
beautiful castles (check out my Instagram) and showing us the contrast between pre-Cold War and Cold War 
urbanization, as the river which divides the city slices through the colorful and bright city center, separating it 
from the dull and gray buildings constructed during the Soviet era. I must say, the highlight for this portion of 
the trip was when Clarissa took us to a hole-in-the-wall restaurant, where I ordered a platter consisting of three 
kinds of dishes, all consisting with potatoes, cheese, and bacon! (YUM!) 
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From Bratislava we travelled to Vienna, Austria. Our adventure in this city was accompanied by 
persistent rain showers, as we ventured the city streets, checking out the magnificent palaces and operas. I was 
able to fulfill my all-time achievement to indulge myself with fresh cheese, meats, and wine at an authentic 
Christmas market fair in the streets of Vienna (did I ever tell you I have an obsession with cheese?). I would 
have never imagined myself, standing in the streets of Vienna, one of the cultural hubs in Europe, eating 
delicious cheese and meats, while cleansing my palate as I washed it down with some spiced-hot wine! I must 
say the food was superb, as I also had the real-deal Weiner schnitzels and other sorts of food I could not 
pronounce. Although I hated the rain, I had a magnificent time in Vienna! 
 

An Unexpected Romance 
 

Making our way back to Prague, we only stayed in the capital city for a few days, before we traveled to 
Olomouć. While in Prague, we participated in a guided tour of the gorgeous historic city center, checking out 
the atomic clock, beautiful street markets, and taking a TON of pictures. As we arrived in Olomouć, I feel 
deeper in love with the city, as we explored the city where our conference would be held, kissing the cobble 
stones and riding the trollies. Would you believe me if I told you our team stayed in a hotel right next to the 
Holy Trinity Column, a renowned World Heritage Site by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Fun Fact: Czech Republic has 12 World Heritage Sites listed by UNESCO, 
with about 19 more sites on a tentative list. After sweeping the competition at our conference, bring back 4 
awards to UB, we travelled back to Prague and took one last venture throughout the city. We met up with some 
friends we made on our first day in Prague, where they took us to their favorite restaurant in the city. In no time, 
I found myself over a copper pot filled with meat, vegetables and potatoes (you can imagine seeing me 
knocking out right after). Before taking the plan back to New York, I had realized that this trip had opened my 
eyes to a whole new face of Europe. This trip had presented to me an unexpected romance, opening my heart to 
the character of the community. This trip had allowed me the opportunity to surprise myself in learning some 
words of this incredible Slavic language (jen trochu česky). I was so fortunate to meet truly wonderful people 
whom I still call my friends. In the end, I can see myself coming back and calling Czech Republic my home.  
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“An Open Letter to Ireland” 
Christian Peterson BA.ENGL and BA.MCOM 

 
 
It's a long story...it really is. 
And I don't know where to start. Well, we should probably begin with the picture below. This picture was the 
title for a comic I made about my (fictional) adventures to Ireland. 
 

 
"Going to Ireland By Christian Peterson age 8 year 2001 January 14th" 

 
This picture is from an 8-year-old me all the way back in rural Philmont, New York while I was in 1st grade 
at the Hawthorne Valley Waldorf School. Even back then, 14 years ago, I had an inexplicable fascination 
with this country: 

• the rolling hills of green  
• the warm-heartedness 
• the adventure  
• the ACCENT 

...all of it was magical. I would dream and daydream about going. 
 
 My mother would encourage me to write about it, and my dad would take me to Irish pubs and to 
Boston whenever we could spare the time or money. So I did. I pretended. Every time I went to play in the 
woods I was in Ireland, being a thief at the King's festival or running from the Castle guards or chasing after a 
red-headed princess through the magically lush forests and fields. I would play with my friends and I would 
play alone, all the while adventuring through and through. 
 As I grew older, my mom bought me Rick Steve and Samantha Brown travel videos for Christmas. Six 
of them, all through Ireland. Since we could barely afford school tuition and groceries, it was the next best 
thing; at least, I could let my imagination free to roam where it wished. She kept me inspired with traveling 
through the vistas of the Internet. Through books and travel guides I made my way through Cork and Kilkenny, 
Ennis, Galway and Dublin all the while singing "Whiskey in the Jar" and "Black is the Colour". Throughout 
high school, my dreams of this place stayed alive somehow. James Joyce became one of my favorites, I 
excelled in an elective class, solely focusing on his work. My parents and I always felt a connection to the 
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charm, simplicity, and charisma of the Irish, and often on our movie nights we would watch "The 
Commitments" "Brassed Off" "My Left Foot" and my all-time favorite, "Once".  
 I graduated high school, Ireland evading me all the while. And as my dreams of studying overseas died 
due to lack of possible funds, I had to do what was right and begin college where I could. But to see the Moors! 
To feel the energy of a REAL Irish pub, to kiss the Blarney Stone! Ah! my heart still jumps at the thought. And 
now, at 22, I drink Guinness on the weekends and wear an Irish Tweed coat I've had since I was 14. I write 
poetry and write stories, I love Boston and corned beef is alright.   
 We moved earlier this year; forced out of the apartment wherein I drew this picture 14 years previous. I 
was driving, one warm 2015 December day, to our new, temporary home, when a piece of paper flew out of a 
poorly sealed box and onto the street. I considered leaving it, I was exhausted from having moved boxes for 
weeks on end. But I stopped. When I got out of the car and walked to the road, I picked up a piece of paper that 
said: "Going to Ireland. By Christian Peterson. Age 8. Year 2002. January 14th." I stood there for a moment in 
the middle of the street, looking. The day was warm and balmy, an unusually hot day for December. The 
country road which usually bustled was completely bare, devoid of incidence. I listened and breathed, closed 
my eyes. The birds chirped softly in the hedge, sun beams warmly caressed my face, fresh air dallied in the aura 
of this forgotten antecedence. A moment passed before I remembered where I was. 
 "How did this survive?" I asked myself "after all these years, it lingered, and now found its way into my 
hands again." Surprised I hadn't been run over yet, I made my way back to the car, and, putting the drawing in 
the passenger's seat, drove off up the hill. 
 I wish to be in Ireland because it is something I've always wished; perhaps something that even precedes 
my time here, on earth. In my heart, I've been there for a long time, and in my dreams, I'll be there many more. 
The magic of this land will dwell in me as it has since I was a little boy. I will wear my tweed on misty days, 
sing "Black is the Colour" in the shower and "Drunken Lullabies" with my friends. I'll drink Guinness on 
weekends and be the only one around who knows how to pronounce Saoirse, but never know how to spell it. In 
a quiet moment, I'll remember all these memories I've made, just thinking about Ireland. Then, I can smile 
because I'll know the best is still to come. I can smile to know that I'll be able to make more memories soon, 
maybe very soon, and maybe this time, I'll get to make them there; in the land where my 8-year-old-pirate-self 
voyaged to, and the land my heart still sails to today: Ireland.  
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"Learning languages" 
Daniel Rabottini BA.IPED 

 
 

 Learning languages has always been a new excitement for me. I grew up speaking Japanese back at 
home, so being bilingual was a norm for me. Interestingly though, when I was young I never was so enthusiastic 
about learning languages, and even for the high school requirement, I took French but never took it seriously. 
The first time I started to take interest in learning a language was when I went to South Korea to immerse 
myself into the culture. I took a year off attending a language institute in South Korea and found enjoyment in 
learning the language. Who knew it could be so much fun. I remember dreading the days of taking French in 
high school, but after emerging myself in a new environment, I came to appreciate how learning a new language 
is beneficial. When I accomplished conversational level with Korean, I decided to pursue as many different 
languages as possible when the opportunity presents itself. Intriguingly, enough knowing Japanese helped me 
develop my Korean language skill since the grammar is very similar and many words reflect the Chinese 
character, which both languages derived from. I think not many people know the connection between the 
similarities of Japanese and Korean. You could say it might be almost comparable to the three romance 
languages (French, Spanish, and Italian), except in Japanese and Korean the writing system is different. There 
are even similar standards on how to speak formally and informally based on your age which is different from 
Mandarin.  
 After coming to University of Bridgeport, I decided to take Mandarin and Russian. Mandarin and 
Japanese have an overlap in the writing style but differ in reading and speaking. Many people think that 
Japanese and Mandarin is the same and people automatically think Japanese speakers will be fluent in Mandarin 
in no time, but that is not true. Knowing Japanese does help with the meaning of the characters and writing it, 
but the grammar is completely different and the pronunciation of the word is a whole new concept for me. Even 
with the writing, the simplified version of Chinese is also different many times from the Japanese style. 
 Lastly, I never imagined I would be attempting to learn Russian, which is probably the hardest language 
I have indulged myself into so far. It is obviously different from the Asian languages, which has distinguished 
pronunciation from the other languages I have studied. There are different conjugations/cases for specific 
settings, which are not so apparent in the three Asian languages I have studied and the idea of separating words 
through gender.  
 Overall, the enjoyment that comes from acquiring a new language is irreplaceable, especially when you 
can learn more about the culture as well. One thing I have to agree is going to the native country is probably the 
best way in becoming as fluent as possible. If not, the only other option is to study consistently and find 
opportunities to communicate in the language that you are learning. One last advice is, try not to learn two 
different languages at once, which I am doing, particularly two completely different languages. In any case, I 
advise people to pick up a second language because you never know when it will come in handy and it will help 
you to become more diverse and global. In our current society, globalization is a key feature and learning a 
language can enhance your abilities overall as a person by studying different cultures and being more exposed 
to new ideas.  
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"The Importance of Language Learning" 

Rebecca Bruckenstein, MA.GLDP !
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 When I first became a student in Global Development and Peace Master’s program I was apprehensive 
and scared of the prospect of attempting to learn a second language after years and years of failed attempts. I 
wanted to go to the University of Bridgeport and I wasn’t going to let the fear of learning a new language knock 
me down. In my two years at UB I have not only had the opportunity to travel abroad to Japan to immerse 
myself in the language and culture but have spent the last year continuing my Japanese study right on campus. 
The pride I feel for the diversity of students at UB is carried over to the wonderfully broad selection of language 
options for both international and domestic students. Previously I had been limited to one or two choices never 
feeling passionate about any of them. At UB though I had such a variety of choices that I felt no matter what I 
would find a language I would enjoy and love to learn. I chose Japanese and I don’t regret that choice.  
 Japanese to many seems complicated and scary, due to the grammatical structure or of the varying 
alphabets that are used in everyday life or even both. At first this was my view as well, I was nervous that I 
wouldn’t get it, that I would be constantly lost, and ultimately unsuccessful. I am glad to report that by far that 
is not the case today. My two months in Japan were extremely rewarding from the smiles and support of the 
people I interacted with, even though my Japanese was extremely limited. I worked hard and practiced every 
day so that I could communicate more with the people I was seeing every day.  As I said goodbye to Japan in 
August I was worried that I would lose everything I had learnt but again that has not been the case. I have had 
the honor to be a part of a wonderful Japanese class in the last year right here at UB, we work hard three days a 
week and I continue to be exposed to the language and culture that I had so enjoyed in the summer of 2015. 
 When I am asked “Why Japanese”, I often respond that I was looking for something different, 
something that I had never tried before, and that I would enjoy learning about the language and the culture. I 
follow up by saying Japanese is easy, once you get the hang of it, easier then Spanish or Italian has ever been to 
me. I am so excited about the skills I have acquired due to my language learning time at UB and I hope to 
continue to grow those skills. As I set off on my next journey, since I am graduating this May, I hope that it will 
include continued exposure to the wonderful benefits of language learning. Almost two short years after my 
first meeting at UB for my schedule, the meeting where I feared the need to learn a language, I feel empowered 
to continue language learning, and not just Japanese, whatever language I can get my hands on. I would 
sincerely recommend learning a new language even if you are scared too because the results outweigh the risks.  
Travel, discover, and embark on new languages and culture studies you never know what doors may open and 
you will experience the world in a new and exciting way.  
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"7 Reasons Why You Should Travel" 

Elijah Whitmore, BA.MCOM 
 
 

There are many people that have traveled the world at a young age. If you happen to be one of them, 
great! But at the same time, there are millions of Americans that don’t seem to have a reason to leave their 
country or state. I didn’t realize it until a few years ago, but I can say that I have travelled way more than the 
average American. According to CNN, “of the 308 million-plus citizens in the United States, 30% have 
passports.” This doesn’t even mean that this 30% of the population has travelled abroad. This is honestly 
somewhat saddening for me, because even though America has the resources to travel, people are not really 
interested in exploring the world because they seem comfortable in their own setting. Whether you have never 
left the state you were born in, or have traveled to various different countries, allow me to share some of 
my reasons why traveling can be the best thing you do for yourself. 

 
1- YOU GROW 

Traveling can be one of the most eye-opening experiences in your life. Being in a place you have never 
been before can automatically cause fear, or feeling out of your comfort zone. THAT’S OK! Most of our big 
life lessons are learned in these kind of moments. Trying to communicate with someone that doesn’t speak your 
language, for example, can be one of the most memorable things. I’ve had countless encounters with people that 
didn’t understand a word I said, but when we both tried our best to express ourselves with hand gestures, or 
sound effects, most of the time it ended up being a whole lot of fun! Many times I remember breaking into 
laughter with the person I was trying to communicate with. Getting to experience different cultures around the 
world gives you a sense of how diverse the world actually is. Having cultural sensitivity is important, especially 
today, because the world is becoming more and more interconnected. People may say: “I’ve got everything I 
need where I live”, and use that as an excuse not to travel. I couldn’t disagree more. Having everything you 
need is not what makes life rich and exciting. Being in the same setting your whole life limits the breadth of 
your mind, so embrace challenge, because you will only grow from it. When you get old and look back on 
your life, and you realize that there were SO MANY possibilities to explore the vastness of the world you lived 
in, but didn’t dare to do it, I think you would regret it. (Just my humble opinion.) 

 
2- YOU LEARN WHO YOU ARE 

When you go through the process of exploring unfamiliar terrains, you are constantly faced with 
yourself. As things and environments around you change, you start to notice those qualities within yourself that 
don’t. This is difficult to see when you are constantly in the same environment. Because nothing really changes, 
it is hard to distinguish your own unchanging qualities. This is why traveling can be a very rich experience for 
young people who are still trying to figure out who they are. Traveling taught me how stubborn I am with 
myself. I’ve noticed how no matter what my challenge was, I was able to push myself through it. Two summers 
ago, I was climbing a 14,000 ft mountain in Colorado. Half way up I realized that I had gone the wrong way, 
and I was faced with incredibly dangerous rocks to climb without equipment. Stubborn as I was, instead of 
going down to start on the right path, I kept going forward. As I approached the peak, there were moments 
where I was holding on to boulders and there were 100ft cliffs behind my back. I literally feared for my life. 
This is how I really learned how much of a stubborn, reckless human being I really was. From this experience, I 
learned an important lesson about myself that I might not have learned had I not been in that extreme situation. 
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3- YOU CAN BUILD RELATIONSHIPS WHEREVER YOU GO 

There is nothing cooler than having friends all over the world. My family moved around a lot since I 
was a little kid. I was born in Amsterdam, Holland, where I lived until I was 7. Then we moved to Montevideo, 
Uruguay, where I grew up most of my life. And in 2010 we moved to the States. In between I visited 12 other 
countries in 4 different continents. As you can imagine, I had to make new friends over and over again, which 
was difficult at first. However, after moving around so much, I realized that I had built a network all over the 
world. This means that if I wanted to go back to Holland, or Uruguay, I could simply message my friends and 
find a place to crash. (This saves a lot of money by the way). On my trip to France in 2009, I made a few 
friends, and they offered a place to stay for a few days. You can just imagine how much money I saved by 
doing that instead of staying at a hotel in Paris. But besides the savings, building meaningful relationships 
around the world can be life-changing. Having friends from different cultures automatically makes you more 
cultured, aware, and sensitive. 
 
4- THE FOOD 

I may be very biased on this point because I LOVE food, so if you can’t relate with me on this one, I 
understand. Everyone has their own definition of comfort food. We all have that one dish that we are so familiar 
with and simply cannot disappoint. However, experiencing a flavor for the first time could be one of the most 
amazing moments of your life. Throughout my life, my diet has changed dramatically because I moved around 
so much. But along the way, I got to taste some of the most amazing cuisines I would have never had otherwise. 
Not many people know about Armenian food, but I had the privilege of visiting Armenia in 2009 as my high 
school graduation trip (I happened to go to an Armenian school in Uruguay. Very random… I know). I can 
honestly say that I’ve had the best barbecued pork and pita bread in my life in Armenia. They were both 
prepared in a stone oven which was very similar to a well in the ground. There were red hot wood chips at the 
bottom of the oven, and the meat hung from the top. The pita bread somehow stuck to the inner wall of the oven 
and cooked in less than a minute- very cool! It was just unbelievably good. But this is just one of the many 
examples of eye-opening food experiences. I could go on and on… 

 
5- THE STORIES 

The best stories you will hear involve some level of adventure. Traveling will give you exactly that. As 
you travel the world, there will undoubtedly be little adventures that you will never forget about. Having these 
kind of stories will not only make you more interesting, but you will start to look back at them and 
feel immense joy. Probably the most beautiful country I have been to is Thailand. I had the amazing opportunity 
to spend 3 weeks in Bangkok and Chiang Mai with a group of volunteers to do some service work. We 
volunteered in an elementary school near the border of Laos, which is a very humble area. Here, many children 
are undocumented and unfortunately are more likely to end up kidnapped or even as sex slaves. The school’s 
goal is to help these children, and their families to prevent these problems by educating them, supporting them, 
and providing a safe environment. We made a financial contribution to the school, and helped build 
a garden, gave them arts, sports, music, dance, and martial arts lessons, and had a great time playing with the 
kids. Saying goodbye was one of the hardest things I’ve had to do. We also got to experience Thailand’s 
amazing culture and nature. We visited several Buddhist temples, historical sites, enjoyed interacting with 
locals, swam in crystal clear water, planted corals, rode elephants, and so much more. 
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6- YOU BECOME GRATEFUL FOR WHAT YOU HAVE 

In 2011 I slept in a dusty bed, surrounded by a mosquito net, in a crammed room with dirt floors, and 
chickens running around the house for 3 weeks. I was home-staying with a family in a small village called 
“Nuevas Flores”, Honduras. This was also a service project with another group of volunteers. I remember 
getting up the first morning and joining the family for breakfast. We had a very typical Honduran breakfast of 
cheese, bean paste, tortillas, and coffee. As I looked around the house, I noticed that they didn’t have glass on 
their windows, or tiles on their floors. Their bathroom was outside, and instead of a shower they had a bucket 
and a pile of cold water. But what amazed me was that despite their humble resources, they were happy. This 
made me think of the things we complain about back home, and how insignificant they really are. Living with 
this family was extremely humbling, and I gained so much more appreciation for the comforts that I have in my 
life. 

 
7- THE LIFE-LONG LESSONS 

Instead of just making you happy on the short-term, traveling can change the rest of your life. 
Experiences will obviously come to an end, but the lessons you learn from them, the memories you create, and 
the friends you make, can last a lifetime. Traveling gave me confidence to face the fear of change, and to adapt 
to new situations. Traveling gave me the chance to meet amazing people around the world and build a 
worldwide network. Traveling gave me the humility to know that there is nothing to complain about, because I 
know that there are always people in tougher situations than mine. Traveling taught me to be open-minded 
towards people from different cultures. And traveling happened to be the way I met my soulmate, and now my 
wife. To be honest, it is not that difficult. Money cannot be your excuse. I would say that 75% of traveling is 
just deciding to do it, and once you make it a priority, I have confidence that you will make it happen. I 
promise, you will never regret it. 
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members of minorities and students from more than 80 countries live and learn within our community. 

Master of Arts in Global Media 

 

and Communication Studies
College of Public and International A airs

The Master of Arts in Global Media and Communication Studies is designed to prepare 
students to become communication specialists who can respond to the information 
revolution and the globalization of media. 

Global Media and Communication Studies Overview
More than ever before, professionals in the communications field need intercultural sensitivity, international 
awareness and the ability to transcend borders and interpret the communications of other cultures. 

an excellent fit for students anticipating a career as a foreign news reporter or commentator, a webmaster 
or content manager for an international firm; a cross-cultural communications specialist; a public relations 
specialist; or a career in public diplomacy.
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Program of Study  
The Master of Arts in Global Media and Communication is a two-year program. It requires 
the completion of 36 semester hours of class work, including an internship, tutorial and thesis.

Students who enter the program are expected to have completed at least one year of college foreign 

 

language study or pass a language proficiency exam. Students who have not studied a foreign language 
must do such study in order to graduate. Domestic students must do the internship in a country where 
the foreign language that they have studied is spoken and may be done over two summers if necessary. 
Non-US students who speak another global language besides English may do their internship either
locally or overseas. 
Students may choose between one of two tracks: Global Communication and New Media Communication. 

Dean of the College of Public 
and International A airs

 

 

 

Core Curriculum

Graduate Seminar in Research Methods                                  

 

   3
Communication Theories       

 

3
Advanced Intercultural Communication                

 

 3
Global Communication and Mass Media

 

 3
Media Communication Law                                                  

 

  3
Internship                                          

 

 3
Tutorial          3
Thesis or Project Demonstrating Excellence (PDE)

 

3
Total semester hours in the concentration:

 

24 

Global Communication Track
Take at least three from the following including Communication and National Development:

International Advertising and Public Relations                                          3
Communication and National Development  (required)            3
News Media and International Journalism                     3
Political Communication and Public Diplomacy   3
International Conflict and Negotiation                                                       3
International Issues                                                3
Global Market Management               3
One course outside the Global Communication Track 3
Total semester hours in the concentration: 12

New Media Communication Track  
Take at least three from the following including New Media and Information Management:

Communication and National Development     3
New Media and Information Management  (required)                           3              
Advanced Web Publishing and Design                                                    3
Advanced Multimedia                                                                              3
Collaborative Design Studio I                                                       3
Collaborative Design Studio II                                                                     3
Design Management I                                                                                   3
Design Management  II            3
One course outside the New Media Communication Track 3
Total semester hours in the concentration: 12 

 

   

Total Semester Hours  36 

 

Contact:
Office of Graduate Admissions
University of Bridgeport
126 Park Avenue  
Bridgeport, CT 06604  
203-576- 4552  
admit@bridgeport.edu

About UB

The University of Bridgeport is an international, doctoral-intensive, comprehensive university, o ng  
award-winning academic programs in a variety of innovative undergraduate and graduate degree programs. 
Our 50-acre, seaside campus overlooks Long Island Sound on Connecticut’s corporate Gold Coast, and is 
within easy driving distance of New York City and Boston. 

Our student-faculty ratio is 15:1, and our full- and part-time faculty members include Fulbright Scholars, 
National Science Foundation Fellows, Ford Fellows, National Endowment for the Humanities Fellows, American 
Council for Learned Societies Scholars and Phi Beta Kappa Scholars. Some 32 percent of our students are 
members of minorities and students from more than 80 countries live and learn within our community. 



The Master of Arts in Global Development and Peace answers the increasing demand for 
professionals who can navigate dynamic and complex relationships on a global level.

Program Overview 

to respond to the needs of the increasingly international political and business climate of today’s world 
and for careers related to global development. Within the degree students choose one of four tracks:  

Political Economy and Development. Domestic students spend a minimum of two months in an overseas 
internship. International students may pursue their internship either in the United States or overseas.  

Internship and Career Opportunities 
Students in the Global Development and Peace program have interned for the Council of Europe,  
International Institute of Connecticut, and the United Nations (Development Program, Environmental 
Program, Populations Fund, Youth Assembly) with a number of Permanent Missions to the United Nations. 
Since the program’s inception in 2008, graduates have matriculated into careers with federal agencies and 
at major international non-governmental organizations (INGOs).

Global Development 
and Peace M.A.
College of Public & International Affairs

About UB

The University of Bridgeport is an international, doctoral-intensive, comprehensive university, offering award-
winning academic programs in a variety of innovative undergraduate and graduate degree programs. Our  
50-acre, seaside campus overlooks Long Island Sound on Connecticut’s corporate Gold Coast, and is within 
easy driving distance of New York City and Boston. 

Our student-faculty ratio is 15:1, and our full- and part-time faculty members include Fulbright Scholars, 
National Science Foundation Fellows, Ford Fellows, National Endowment for the Humanities Fellows, American 
Council for Learned Societies Scholars and Phi Beta Kappa Scholars. Some 32 percent of our students are 
members of minorities and students from more than 80 countries live and learn within our community. 

Global Development and  
Peace Careers   
 Development Officer
 Foreign Service Officer
 Homeland Security
 International Business

   Overseas Liaison  
 International Non-Governmental 

   Organization Liaison  
 International Security

   Media Analyst  
 Relief Agency Officer
 Risk Analyst for International 

   Bank or Insurance Company  
 Spokesperson & more 



 Student Testimonial  
“The MA program in Global Development and Peace offers an entirely fresh way of thinking about  
the existing complex relationships in the world of global affairs. It provides me with a detailed assessment 
of the complicated interaction between existing global development models, culture, national security 
and identity in order to create an innovative approach in addressing the issues that were traditionally 
reserved for social scientists or policy makers.”
 
Miguel Arroyo is a recent graduate of the International College’s B.A. program in International Political Economy 
and Diplomacy. He has been active in Model United Nations for many years, having led several award-winning 
teams and having conducted trainings for the United Nations Association across the United States.

www.bridgeport.edu

Contact:

Dr. Thomas J. Ward 
University of Bridgeport 
The International College 
303 University Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06604 
203-576- 4966 
intlcoll@bridgeport.edu 
 
For admissions information, 
please contact: 
The Office of Graduate  
Admissions at 203-576-4552 
or admit@bridgeport.edu

Program of Study  
The Master’s in Global Development and Peace requires students to complete 36 credits and it includes an 
internship, a graduate tutorial and a Master’s thesis. Most classes are conducted in a seminar style setting 
and student presentations and simulations are essential pedagogical dimensions of the program. The program 
typically takes two years for full-time students to complete. Students are required to have completed at 
least two years of university study in a second language in addition to English or must demonstrate competency 
at that level prior to completion of the program.

Program Core   
All students share the following core courses: Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Issues in Economic  
Development, Sociopolitical Dimensions of the World’s Religions, Internship, Tutorial, and the final 
Thesis. The Global Development and Peace Program has four tracks: 1. Conflict Analysis and Resolution,  
2. Global Communications, 3. Global Management and 4. International Political Economy and  
Development. Each of the specialized tracks include three courses in the track as well as one additional 
elective outside the student’s selected track. 

Sample Semester Breakdown of Course of Study for the Global Management Track

Semester I
Issues in Economic Development     3
International Conflict and Negotiation    3
Sociopolitical Implications of the World Religions   3
Leadership, Teams and Managing Change*   3
Semester II
Research Methods and International Development   3
International Issues*      3
Political and Economic Integration     3
Culture and International Development   3
Semester III
Internship (overseas or domestic students)    3
Semester IV
Global Market Management*     3
Tutorial       3
Thesis       3

Courses with an *are Global Management track courses.

Miguel Arroyo
Recent Graduate



Master of Arts in East Asian  
and Pacific Rim Studies
College of Public and International Affairs

About UB
The University of Bridgeport is an international, doctoral-intensive, comprehensive university, offering  
award-winning academic programs in a variety of innovative undergraduate and graduate degree programs.  
Our 50-acre, seaside campus overlooks Long Island Sound on Connecticut’s corporate Gold Coast, and is  
within easy driving distance of New York City and Boston. 
Our student-faculty ratio is 15:1, and our full- and part-time faculty members include Fulbright Scholars,  
National Science Foundation Fellows, Ford Fellows, National Endowment for the Humanities Fellows, American 
Council for Learned Societies Scholars and Phi Beta Kappa Scholars. Some 32 percent of our students are 
members of minorities and students from more than 80 countries live and learn within our community. 

Concentrations

  Negotiation and Diplomacy

 International Political
 Economy and Development

 Global Management

 Global Communication

Program Overview

The Master of Arts in East Asian and Pacific Rim Studies is a 12-course, multidisciplinary 

degree program designed for current and future professionals who require an in-depth  

understanding of this pivotal engine of the world political economy. The curriculum is  

intended to equip students with the knowledge, skills and experience necessary to conduct 

research and interpret developments in the Pacific Rim, as well as develop a foundation in 

an East Asian language. The program is highlighted by practical hands-on training.   

As a capstone experience, students complete an overseas internship.

The program prepares students with the crucial background needed for a successful career 

in this emerging region, whether in business, government or academia. Students may choose 

from four area concentrations. Students develop an understanding of the political, economic 

and social issues of East Asia as well as an understanding of the role that language and 

culture play in its growing political economy. Students accepted into the program may 

choose one of four tracks in business, global communication, diplomacy or development. 

The International College



Career Tracks
With a Master of Arts in East Asian and Pacific Rim Studies, graduates look forward to careers 
including: international public servant, diplomat, foreign affairs specialist, trade relations specialist, 
intelligence specialist, regional labor relations specialist, NGO manager, international security expert, 
international banker, insurance company risk analyst, journalist, educator or researcher focusing on 
East Asia and the Pacific Rim.

Overseas Internship
An integral part of the program is a minimum two-month overseas internship at one of the  
institutions or companies in China, Korea, Taiwan and Japan with which the university has established 
contacts. UB students from East Asia may be exempt from an overseas internship and can intern  
in the United States.

Taking part in an internship gives students hands-on experience using professional skills necessary  
for success in business, government and other venues where knowledge of East Asian and Pacific Rim 
languages and culture is vital.

Because of the challenging nature of East Asian languages, one of the most important aspects of the 
internship is the exposure to and use of a language the student has studied. This immersion experience 
focused on language, culture and protocol in professional and academic settings offers participants 
unique insight to the varied dimensions of the East-West exchange. At the conclusion of the internship 
students submit a report on their experience.

Program Curriculum
The East Asian and Pacific Rim Studies Program requires a minimum of 36 credit hours. The program 
requires five semesters including an overseas internship. Students can choose to complete an internship 
the summer prior to the second year or in the fall of the second year.

A: Negotiation and Diplomacy Track  
(12 Semester Hours)
Political Communication and Governance 3
The Culture of Diplomacy – East Asia and the West 3
Advanced Diplomacy 3
One Course in on Concentration B, C or D 3

B: International Political Economy and  
Development Track (12 Semester Hours)
Sustainable Development  3
Models of Good Governance in the Asia-Pacific Region 3
Business and Diplomacy – East Asia vs. the West 3
One Course in Concentration A, C or D 3
*In certain cases, other International Political Economy and Development 
courses may be substituted following approval from the Program Chair. 

C: Global Management Track  
(12 Semester Hours)
Leadership, Teams and Managing Change 3
International Issues 3
Global Market Management* 3
One Course in Concentration A, B or D 3

D: Global Communication Track  
(12 Semester Hours)
Global Communication and Mass Media 3
Communication and National Development 3
Political Communication and Governance 3
One Course in Concentration A, B or C 3

Contact  
Information:
 

Office of Admissions 

University of Bridgeport 

126 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, CT 06604 

203.576.4552 

admit@bridgeport.edu

Core Competencies (6 Semester Hours):  
Required for all program tracks.
Research Methods 3
Conflict Analysis and Resolution 3

Regional and Cultural Competencies  
(9 Semester Hours):
Sociopolitical Implications of the World’s Religions 3
Political and Economic Integration of the Pacific Rim 3
Pacific Rim Culture and Development 3

Capstone Core Courses (9 Semester Hours)
Internship 3
Tutorial* 3
Thesis 3
*The Tutorial includes comprehensive oral and written exams.

Concentrations

Chunjuan Nancy Wei, Ph.D.
Chair, East Asian & Pacific 
Rim Studies 
Associate Professor, 
International Political 
Economy & Diplomacy
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